Mersey Leven Catholic Parish

Parish Priest: Fr Sunil De Silva Mob: 0484 337 478; frsunildesilva@gmail.com
Assistant Priest: Fr Chathura Silva Mob: 0401 240 164; chathunm?73@gmail.com
Parish Office: 90 Stewart Street, Devonport (Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 9am - 3pm)
Secretary/Safeguarding Officer: Ms. Josefina Doctor Parish Phone: 6424:2783
Parish Email: merseyleven@aohtas.org.au Parish Website: www.merseylevencatholicparish.com
Archdiocesan Website: www.hobart.catholic.org.au for news, information and details of other parishes.

Sacramenfal Life

Baplism: Arrangements are made by contacting Parish Office. Parents attend a Baptismal Preparation Session.
Reconciliation, Confirmation and Eucharist: Are received following a Family-centred, Parish-based, School-supported Preparation Program.
Rite of Christian Inifiation of Adulls: prepares adults for reception into the Catholic community.

Marriage: arrangements are made by contacting one of our priests - couples attend a Pre-marriage Program
Anoinfing of the Sick: please contact one of our priests
Reconciliation: Ulverstone - Fridays (10am - 10:30am), Devonport - Saturday (4:15pm- 4.45pm)

Prayer Groups
Charismatic Renewal: Mondays 6pm Ulverstone Community Room

Legion of Mary: Wednesdays 11am Ulverstone Community Room

MASS TIMES PARISH ACTIVITIES
Weekday Masses 29" April—3rd May .
R 2 12:30 D rt (M -F

Monday: 12noon Devonport osary: pm Devonport (Monday-Friday)
Tuesday: 9:30am Penguin Eucharistic Adoration:

NO MASS Devonport 10am - 12 noon Devonport (Fridays)
Wednesday 9:30am  Latrobe Benediction with Adoration:

12noon  Devonport 10am Devonport (First Friday of each month)

Thursday 12noon Devonport
Friday 9:30am  Ulverstone
12noon Devonport
Weekend Masses 4'"—5'" May Centering Prayer:
Wednesdays 7 pm (on-line)
For more information contact:

Saturday Mass:
9:30am Ulverstone (First Saturday of each month)

Saturday Vigil: 5:00pm Penguin

5:00pm  Devonport John Lee-Archer 0419 523 867
Sunday Mass: 8:00am Port Sorell Email: john.leearcher@gmail.com
9:00am  Ulverstone Christian Life Program:
9:30am  Devonport Empowering the Family Fridays 6pm —8pm
11:30am  Sheffield Community Room, Ulverstone.
5:00pm Latrobe Contact Tony Portugal 0424 636 315

YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED

For the sick:

Edna Mckeown, Gloria Hyde, Carmelita Agustin, Carolyn McIntyre, Graime McGill, Zenaida Green, Bob Puccetti,
Trevor Targett, Lyn Griffiths, Kim Williamson, 1an Macmahon, George Bugeja, Virginia Dicen, Margaret Martin,
Steve Durkin,Sr. Joan Cowmeadow RS, Sue Ryan, Jacqueline Stephens, Terry Stuart, Cecilie Murray, Anne Hughes,
Lyndon Bramich, Louise Henderson, Marie Pergande, Donald Griffin, Gloria Noel, Christine ward, Terese Masserot,
Josie Bailey, Rohan Evans, Paddy MacKinnon, Regina Lockett, Willow Bonde, Judy Redgrove, wendy McMullen,
Robert Eden, Glenys Lee-Archer, Damian Griffin, Steven Snooks, Jean Cotterill, Kathy Aldred andRosalinda Grimes.
For those who have died recently:

Camran Hess, Joy Bennet, Sr Mary of Carmel, John Stephen Andrade, Sybille Tayelamay, Russel pereia and

John Richard Burgess.

For those whose anniversary occurs about this time: 27 April to 3™ May

Mark McCormack, Brian Leary, Heather Mahoney, David O’Rourke, Mary Scolyer, Lawrence Keygan, Mona Sharman.
Brian McCormick, Michael Harvey, Michael Pankiv, Matthew Keen, Margaret Cameron, Peter Rae, Catherine Johnson,
shaun Douglas, Ken Bailey, William Cloney, Julie Homiblow, Aileen Harris, Nell Kelleher, Doris Coad, Clare Kuhnle,
Margaret Nolan, Essie Roceles, Mary Jean Edmunds, Robert Cooper and Ian Ravaillion,.
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We are grateful for your presence here today. We hope that you will have a wonderful
and uplifting time with us. God bless you all.

If you know someone who is sick or house-bound and needs visitation,
please inform our Parish office. One of our Priests or a member of the Care and Concern group will be
able to visit him/her and offer prayer support.

Please contact 6424 2783 or email merseyleven@aohtas.org.au

HIGH TEA THANK YOU —

The High Team would like to thank all the parishioners and friends who
attended our recent High Tea which was a great success. The generosity of
those who helped in so many ways, in setting up, providing beautiful tasty

food, and other preparations, washing up and cleaning up. Over 120 people ad
experienced a grandeur atmosphere, delicious food and conversation.

Special thanks to Anju Joy, Ava, Noah, Otis, Violet and Sadie for the beautiful dance
performance & to lovely Willow for her debut dance. We are indebted to
Torquay Dry Cleaners who generously supplied the table linen and chair covers & for their
continual support. Our thanks to Mr Kieran Brown for his magnificent role as Master of
Ceremonies. The Mersey Leven Parish benefits from this successful
function, which is not possible without the wonderful Team for many hours of
planning and generosity, including cooking and providing resources.

Our appreciation and gratitude to all for their community spirit and generogity!

Many thanks to - Jan Cox, Margaret Gerrand, Tony Muir, Gerry Peters, Leonie Watson
Peters, Rosemarie Baker, Michael Pieri, Roy McDonald. We thank
Fr Jaison and Fr Steven for their encouragement and work with the High Tea.

-TJoni Muir-

News around the Parish

Youth Conference of the Archdiocese - at Camp Clayton, Ulverstone

The Youth Conference of the Archdiocese by Sister of Life, USA will be from 26th—28th April at Camp Clay-
ton, Ulverstone. May they become God’s instruments of Justice & Mercy through Courageous Love !

School Visit by the Priests in this week

30th April -Tuesday -St. Brendon Show & Our Lady of Lourdes - by Fr. Chathura
02nd May - Thursday - St. Patrick’s School - by Fr. Chathura
03rd May - Friday - Sacred Heart School - by Fr. Chathura
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For Pat and John Barker,

Happy 60th
Wedding Anniversary!
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May God bless you both with many
more happy and healthy years to celebrate!!!

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!!
For Bev Naiker and
Memphis Martin,

who are celebrating their
birthdays this week,

May God bless you both with
good health, joy and happiness !!!

OUR LADY OF MERCY COLLEGE REUNION
Our annual reunion will be held
at Christmas Hills Raspberry Farm,
on Thursday, 2nd May 12 noon for 12:30.

No need to contact, just attend if possible.

Centering Prayer Workshop:
Sunday, May 19", 1:30 -3:30 at McKillop Hill.

Centering Prayer, a method of meditation,
reaches back to the early days of Christianity.
This method of prayer is a movement beyond
conversation with Christ to communion with

him. The workshop will explore CP as a
relationship with God, and the discipline to
foster that relationship.

For further details contact John:
by phone 0419523867; or
email: john.leearcher@gmail.com)

Not Perfect, But Whole - Silent Retreat
(2nd date available)

You are invited to discover the beauty of your
imperfection and the holiness of your wholeness
through a 3-day silent prayer retreat.

Friday 5th July (7pm) until Sunday 7th jJul (3pm)
At Emmanuel Conference and Retreat Centre 123
Abbott Street, Newstead.

Directors: Maureen O’Halloran &

Belinda Chapman
Cost $350 (includes accommodation, all meals, prayer
resources and spiritual direction).

To register please phone:

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS by Anne Osdieck

First Reading Acts 9:26-31

1. What motivated Paul to speak out boldly? Think of
examples of people who speak out to bring changes in

"% | social justice. Name some ways to “speak out” using your
4| voice.

2. What injustices cry out to you to speak out frankly,

=4 | without fear, and to bear the courage of your convictions,
&= | just as the early apostles did?

Second Reading 1John 3:18-24

1.St. John says to “walk the walk, not just to talk the talk.”
Where do you fit on a continuum between walkers and
talkers?

2. What would your world look like if every day, you
performed a kind deed for some unsuspecting person?
Who would benefit from these acts?

Gospel John 15:1-8

1.And everyone that [bears fruit] he prunes so that it bears
more fruit.” Have you ever felt like you were being
“pruned?” Explain. At times do you have “dead wood” that
needs to be pruned? Discuss.

2.2. “Whoever remains in me and | in him will bear much
fruit.” According to Pope Francis, what is the fruit that we,
the branches, need to bear, that might result from this
mutual abiding?

... the branches can do nothing without the vine, they need
sap to grow and to bear fruit. ... But Jesus needs us too, like
the vine with the branches. Perhaps to say this may seem
bold to us, and so let us ask ourselves: in what sense does
Jesus need us?

He needs our witness. The fruit that as branches we must
bear, is the witness of our lives as Christians. After Jesus
ascended to the Father, it is the task of the disciples—it is
our task—to continue to proclaim the Gospel in words and
in deeds. And the disciples—we, Jesus’ disciples—do so by
bearing witness to his love: the fruit to be borne is love.
Attached to Christ, we receive the gifts of the Holy Spirit,
and thus we can do good to our neighbor, we can do good
to society, to the Church. The tree is known by its fruit. A
truly  Christian life bears witness to  Christ.
Regina Caeli for 5th Sunday of Easter Pope Francis, May 2, 2021

Sacramental Program 2024
Our Sacramental program runs this year between May - October 2024 and will include
preparation and celebration of the Sacraments for First Reconciliation, Confirmation and
Holy Communion. The program will start on the week of the 6th May, for more
information visit and register at: www.merseylevencatholicparish.com/sacramental

If you have any questions please feel free to reach
parish office.

out to your child’s school office or the
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Sunday 21st April 2024
Fourth Sunday of Easter Year B

Firsf Reading Acts of the Apostles 9:26-31

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
He explained how the Lord appeared to Saul and
spoke to him on his journey.

When Saul got to Jerusalem he tried to join the
disciples, but they were all afraid of him: they could
not believe he was really a disciple. Barnabas,
however, took charge of him, introduced him to the
apostles, and explained how the Lord had appeared
to Saul and spoken to him on his journey, and how he
had preached boldly at Damascus in the name of
Jesus. Saul now started to go round with them in
Jerusalem, preaching fearlessly in the name of the
Lord. But after he had spoken to the Hellenists, and
argued with them, they became determined to Kill
him. When the brothers knew, they took him to
Caesarea, and sent him off from there to Tarsus.

The churches throughout Judaea, Galilee and
Samaria were now left in peace, building themselves
up, living in the fear of the Lord, and filled with the
consolation of the Holy Spirit.

Responsorial Psalm Ps 21:26-28. 30-32. R. v.26
(R.) | will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of your
people.

1. My vows | will pay before those who fear him. The
poor shall eat and shall have their fill. They shall
praise the Lord, those who seek him. May their
hearts live for ever and ever! (R.)

2. All the earth shall remember and return to the Lord,
all families of the nations worship before him. They
shall worship him, all the mighty of the earth; before
him shall bow all who go down to the dust. (R.)

3. And my soul shall live for him, my children serve
him. They shall tell of the Lord to generations yet to
come, declare his faithfulness to peoples yet
unborn: These things the Lord has done.’ (R.)

Second Reading 1 John 3:18-24
A reading from the first letter of St John
His commandments are these: that we believe and that we
love one another.

My children, our love is not to be just words or mere
talk, but something real and active; only by this can
we be certain that we are the children of the truth
and be able to quieten our conscience in his
presence, whatever accusations it may raise against
us, because God is greater than our conscience and
he knows everything. My dear people, if we cannot
be condemned by our own conscience, we need not
be afraid in God's presence, and whatever we ask
him, we shall receive, because we keep his
commandments and live the kind of life that he
wants. His commandments are these: that we
believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and that
we love one another as he told us to. Whoever
keeps his commandments lives in God and God
lives in him. We know that he lives in us by the
Spirit that he has given us.

Gospel Acclamafion John 15:4-5
Alleluia, alleluia! Live in me and let me live in you,
says the Lord; my branches bear much fruit.
Alleluia!

Gospel John 15:1-8
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John
All who live in me, and I in them, bear much fruit.

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘I am the true vine, and my
Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in me that
bears no fruit he cuts away, and every branch that
does bear fruit he prunes to make it bear even more.
You are pruned already, by means of the word that |
have spoken to you. Make your home in me, as |
make mine in you. As a branch cannot bear fruit all
by itself, but must remain part of the vine, neither can
you unless you remain in me. | am the vine, you are
the branches. Whoever remains in me, with me in
him, bears fruit in plenty; for cut off from me you can
do nothing. Anyone who does not remain in me is like
a branch that has been thrown away - he withers;
these branches are collected and thrown on the fire,
and they are burnt. If you remain in me and my
words remain in you, you may ask what you will and
you shall get it. It is to the glory of my Father that you
should bear much fruit, and then you will be my
disciples.’

GOSPELS FOR THE COMING WEEK
Monday 29th April - St Catherine of Siena, virgin, doctor
- Jn14:21-26
Tuesday 30th April - Jn 14:27-31
Wednesday 1st May - Jn 15:1-8
Thursday 2nd May - St Athanasius, bishop, doctor
- Jn 15:9-11
Friday 3rd May - Sts Philip and James, apostles
-Jn14:6-14
Saturday 4th May - Jn 15:18-21

NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS - 5th May
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER N
Acts 10:25-26 1Jn4:7-10 W

Ps97:1-4 Jn 15:9-17
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